Date: XXX


MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD

SUBJECT: Waiver of Confidential Communication

Subject Matter(s):   XXX

Place of Disclosure: Chaplain’s Office

I, _____________________________________________, have been briefed by Chaplain, Captain, XXX, concerning my right to confidentiality under Military Rule of Evidence 503.  I hereby waive my right to confidentiality and authorize Chaplain, Captain, XXX to disclose the confidential communications I made to them concerning the subject matter(s) listed above.  I further understand that this information may be forwarded up through my chain of command to include my Unit Commander and the base legal office.


_________________________________________              _______________________
Signature								  Date

_________________________________________              _______________________
Signature (Witness)							  Date


Military Rule of Evidence 503- Communications to Clergy
Manual for Courts-Martial United States (June 2015)

Rule 503. Communications to clergy
(a) General Rule. A person has a privilege to refuse to disclose and to prevent another from disclosing a confidential communication by the person to a clergyman or to a clergyman’s assistant, if such communication is made either as a formal act of religion or as a matter of conscience. 
(b) Definitions. As used in this rule:
     (1) “Clergyman” means a minister, priest, rabbi, chaplain, or other similar functionary of a religious organization, 
     or an individual reasonably believed to be so by the person consulting the clergyman. 
     (2) “Clergyman’s assistant” means a person employed by or assigned to assist a clergyman in his capacity as a   
     spiritual advisor. 
     (3) A communication is “confidential” if made to a clergyman in the clergyman’s capacity as a spiritual adviser 
     or to a clergyman’s assistant in the assistant’s official capacity and is not intended to be disclosed to third persons   
     other than those to whom disclosure is in furtherance of the purpose of the communication or to those reasonably 
     necessary for the transmission of the communication. 
(c) Who May Claim the Privilege. The privilege may be claimed by the person, guardian, or conservator, or by a personal representative if the person is deceased. The clergyman or clergyman’s assistant who received the communication may claim the privilege on behalf of the person. The authority of the clergyman or clergyman’s assistant to do so is presumed in the absence of evidence to the contrary. 

